THE PRINTED BOOKS
are the firm now entitled Sotheby & Co. (1744 to date), Evans
(1825-68), Lewis (1825-52), Wheatley (1825-37) and Patrick
(1846-88). These sets are kept together for easy reference; but the
rest are not. There are two large series of early lists, in the Old Library
(in press 821) and in the King's Library.
The Library also contains a very large collection of dealers' cata-
logues, but they are not treated as part of this collection.
The published List is arranged chronologically, with index of
owners, and has an introduction by Dr. A. W. Pollard. Until its
publication lists had to be sought in the very difficult heading "Cata-
logues" and elsewhere in the General Catalogue.
List of Catalogues of English Book Sales, 1676-1900, now in the British
Museum.   Edited by A. W. Pollard.    1915.
21.  BINDINGS
It will be convenient to combine here notes on the collections of
bindings in the two Western Departments.
From about 1834, when regular purchase grants began, bindings
began to be purchased as such, and many of the earliest examples
among the manuscripts are Additionals. As Is observed below (p. 246),
the Cotton and Royal Libraries are very poor in medieval bindings,
possibly as a result of the fire, but it is to be remembered that an
Order in Council at the time of the Dissolution directed that all
gold and silver found in Popish books of devotion should be stripped
off and paid into the King's Treasury; while the great collectors of
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries had little regard for
the history of a volume and rebound any that were not in notable
bindings.
In armorial bindings of English sovereigns both the Printed Books
and the Manuscripts are naturally very rich, and only in the Museum
can these be fully studied. Not that many examples are not to be
found elsewhere, for instance (as noted before) at Worcester College,
Oxford, but it does not follow that a royal binding found elsewhere
was made for the Royal Library; kings made gifts of books, and royal
foundations sometimes used the royal arms.,
221